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sun, 


this . 


8 Solis as 1 had determined to 
' comply with the Requeſt, 
which You and ſome other Mem- 

| bers of our Society were pleaſed to 55 
7 make, that I would publiſh the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, there was little 

> room left for 1 me to doubt about the . 

5 Perſon to whom Iſnould inſer ibe it; 

for You u profeſs yourſelF: a F riend 10 
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this Charity, and em reſolved, in | 


—— order to encourage and promote it, . 
5 to exert that influence which your 1 
e diſtinguſhed ſituation muſt. neceſ- 8 


1 ** 81 wo in this e, 


Ty H I 1% Sir, great becomes 5 you, TNT 


f walt t fat dien t. to all — 1 Men, mn 
2 r the ee of this Dio- „„ 


| 1 10 oth a. Sanity a n . 

= whoſe illuſtrious birth adds a weight ” 

and Authority to the benevolence : 

„ of his Heart, and who ſeems to = 
5 * his preferment chiefly as — Fg 


gives | him Moonee opportunities « of | 
doing good. . e 
: Ir 


. N 
1 


vil 


Is this Diſcourſe ſhould in | tho 


- leaſt degree contribute to the good ” 
purpoſe for which it was deſigned, = _—_ 
5 I ſhall need no apology for the li- — ; ? 
CT berty [ have taken in prefixing your „ | 
© Name to it. If 


1 You would be aſſured of my hearty 


prayers for the confirmation and W i q | 
E 7 continuance of your health for the j ö 
. diſplay of the many ami- 
aule Qualities with which | Heayen 


1 has bleſſed You. | * am, 1 


8 * 1 5 
With great Truth, 


2 our mo NIE 


and fecha Servant, 


Seer 


ob 175 8 885 


| EDMUND, KEENE. 


1 all only beg that . 


2% 


P e 


ROMANS Av. 16. 
u nt then your Good ie exll h M 


5 n GH chte end. the moſt 


gracious indulgence to the imperfe&tion 1 


„„ of our nature. and mercifully meaſures 
„ e. merit tel our Actions by the ſncerity of our en- 5 


„ deavours, yet does it exhibit for our inſtruction 5 


| and diſcipline t the fulleſt and moſt compleat ſyſtem - 


i. of 1 Duty, and require a ſtricteſt — 2 15 


every delicacy of conduct. * might ſeem to 


0 | Some ſufficient that the Principle, on which . . 


S diions are grounded, is good, and thatif We bare 


5 approved ourſelves to God, and our own Con- 


— ſciences, We have added our part, and pubs our 4d 


A: 45 21 dux: 


„% „„ | 
* Ws - : TS : "1s 17 - 


n 


duty: But the Chriſtian Lavgiver is is not content. 
1 with the intrinſic worth of our Actions, unleſs the 
poliſhing be likewiſe compleat, and the outſide be 5 
4 ſpecious i in the fight. of other Men. Nor yet 1 
from hence to be concluded that the precarious 
eſtimation of other Men can be any criterion of 
_ our behaviour, but that ſuch an attention is to be 5 
8 paid to the judgment they ſhall form of what We OG 
Sy do, that they may have no opportunity of imi- - 
Rf, N a tating any bad Conduct, or r miſconſtruction cen . 
„„ N ſure What! is 5 really good. e 


5 ru *  Admonition contained in che Text re- ” 

” lates to an Action i in itſelf lawful, the Performance 3 
. of which, notwithſtanding, may offend the ten- 1 

5 derneſs of another Man' 8 conſcience z 3 in this caſe, : 

” if his diſlike to our behaviour cannot be removed WE 5 

1 8 by proper explications and reaſonable arguments, 
= the Action itſelf ſhould be omitted : We muſt > 
7 poield to his innocent prejudices, leſt on the one > 
: hand he fall into a compliance ſinful, | becauſe 


againſt his conſcience, or on x the other, become ; 


more 5 


1 


more inveterate e againſt the Principle on which 


| hy We act. 


Bu- *% my T ext may be conſidered in 7 more : 


5 extenſive view, as exhorting us not only to be EE 
CON watchful, leſt any of our moſt innocent Actions d 15 
5 ſhould give. offence to the minds of c our honeſt and e 5 
5 well-diſpoſed Neighbour, but that We ſhould i in = | 
1 our moral conduct in general, in our moſt virtuous 15 
and religious perſormances, be ſcrupulouſly nice in . 
He every circumſtance, leſt, by any the moſt flight 
: ſuſpicion of wrong, the Profane and Wanton fine 


5 room to e and injure the cauſe of Good. 


E ; neſs itſelf, 


Ty H of there are he Actions 0 manifeſtly right 5 


ak fit to be done that the moſt abandoned and . 
7 perverſe cannot but: approve of them, yet there; are Z ; 
15 many others, however good in themſelves, that 1 
9 may want to be ſet i in a Proper light | in order to = 


— be eſteemed in the eye of the world, In the 


— en bs Ie 


- general doctrine of doing good 10 our Fellow- ” 
Creatures, mankind ſeem in a good meaſure to be 


A 2 2 . | united; 3 5 : 
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u but in e Ads of Charity they may - 

| frequently differ according to the different view —_— 
. which the matter ſhall appear unto them, either : 
reſpec ting the propriety, of the Objects, or the | 
12 755 meaſure of our beneficence : Some publick works _— 
1 17 of Charity, which of all religious Performances are | i 1 5 
e 9 moſt acceptable to God, and moſt important to : 

i Mankind, great perhaps and extenſive in cheir 5 

N effects, have yet had ſuch impure mixtures in them, ch op 
— have ſprung from ſuch baſe foundations, that _” 
they will ever be liable, to > be evil ſpoken o mn. 


: Tax : Pubick i in at caſes have 1 a 1 o 1 
5 demand that all circumſtances be produced to | „ 
5 cxamination, and tne nature and deſign of our „„ 
0 good | be openly diſcuſſed, I what We are doing „ 
N wrong, it is high time things ſhould be altered 80 
2 for the better; if We are acting right, the cloſer 5 . 
85 5 the ſcrutiny be made into our condudt, the more 1. . 
55 w ill it re d 0 und to our cre dir, We ſhall concliae N N 
155 de greater eſteem and aſſiſtance of makin and 
„ Slow A dons 3 5 
9 And if ever ſuch Caution was  needful to  provent i. 


FLEY 


our good from being evil ſpoken of, it 18 4 Ds” 
amidſt the decline of many other Virtues, Charity . 
15 ſeems to lift up its head, and triumph 1 in the Land; 
5 ; when Men want only to have it proved to them I 
8 chat our work. is good, in order to make them 1 5 
9 our Friends, and the rectitude of 0 our rk will ries 


15 x e wy tedious ſolicitations. 5 | 


1 * Now ; the are e ſome, who, looking on n Man- 1 55 
kind - in \ their worſt light, are apt to aſcribe the 1 
5 beneſicent Spirit chat has of late more particularly „ 
. diſplayed itſelf amongſt us to Faſhion, or any other 5 
: | — lighter principle rather than Virtue and true Reli- _ : | 
1 gion: But ſurely this will he thonght by others of 5 
more candid diſpoſitions to be a very injurious . 
i 5 ſurmiſe, and derogatory to human nature as well . | 
our Religion; Why may We not rather think that 1 
whilſt the form of Godlineſs i is too much neglected 5 - 


ns = be vigorous and aftive----That whereas when | 
Ds _ 3 NY of Religion 1 i ed 7 
Men endeavour to ſeem good rather than to be ſo, 
” now ſomething the reverſe of F may = 
IL "wr - 


n lt us, the power of it and the eſſence may TT 


3 


1 


= ſibly have f got the aſcendant, and We may be Wil- 
3 ling to be thought worſe than we really 3 
= OT, Why may we not rather hope, in ſpite of all the 
| endeavours of the Enemies to our holy Faith, that, . 
„ whillt the Profeſſion of i it is even deſpiſed and ſet —_—_ 
. nought, yet its ſpirit imperceptibly pervades and A 
- operates upon the moſt perverſe diſpoſitions, and a 
chat Men are inſenſibly aftuated ** the very Rel. 5 
ns So they _ 1 . 


5 Tux words of x my j Text, and what 1 have 1. „ N 
8 | therto faid, naturally 10 6 a d me to m ake the follow- | a 
| ing. enquiries about the ſubject of this 1 8 80. 1 5 1 


* Warr THER this be a | proper - work of | . 
Chaney. FE. 


u. War E T H ER there be any ſuch material 


5 | objections either to the work itſelf, or the - 
manner of conducting th. as s may c 0 cc aſion its s 1 
by being evil ſpoken ol of, e ret 


Faſt then, Wiz ETH * R this be a proper „ 
work of Charity. And truly 1 it mould ſeem that SH 


1 all kind of diſtreſs, whether proceeding from un- 


| avoidable caſualties, or from our own negligent or 


even culpable conduct, is properly, tho not in 


7 an equal degree, the object of 0 our + compaſſion: | | 


It ill becomes us, whilſt our ears are e pierced | with ; 
: the cries of a miſerable Supplicant, to be ſearching = 


= into the reaſon of his misfortunes, into the faults | 5 


5 his former behaviour, and fifting out excuſes 1 


. for : a refuſal to his requeſt. | Severe would be the 1 


fentence of each of us, if our gracious Creater 3 


5 ſhould weigh | in ſo nice a balance che merit of out = 


petitions for our daily ſuſtenance. But we have 


| in our preſent Plea all the force of real misfor- 


tunes without any circumſtances capable of dimi- 5 


0 f niſhing our pity: We cannot fay that theſe Com- 


- plainants have brought cheir diſtreſſes upon them - „„ 


5 ſelves by luxurious indulgence, or waſteful ne- e 


5 gligence; J the whole of the little they had, which T 


7, could barely ſupport them, depended on the pre- 


carious life of one Man, and that is Put a an end to. 
3 N =D 


e 


In moſt other decitons of life ſome kind of | in- 
7] heritance, or at leaſt the poſſibility of continuing WM 


the ſame kind of ſupport, tho in a lower degree, = + 5 
15 je will contribute conſiderably to break the force =: 
— blow; but here all is at ſtake, and one mo- 8 


„ ment 8 time makes a total alceration, | I 75 


tc, or be rei 


A N uniform ſcene. af low — and 5 


. meanneſs of condition, the mind that i is not ac- „ 
cuſtomed to better, can paſs thro? with tolerable N 

„ complacency and chearfulneſs: Tet is the ſudden and „ 

violent fall from plenty to penury that ſtings ſo 5 

i 5 acutely, and breaks the heart. Men may indeed, . ES 

1 | and ought with pious ſentiments of Religion pa- . 


tiently 1 to ſubmit under ſuch ſevere diſpenſations of En 


= Providence, but they cannot look back upon their „ 
1 former enjoyments without ſome emotions of ſpi- OE . 
inded of them without a ſigh: And Coe 


LE this change can in no caſe happen more ſevere than 


| in that of thoſe, whoſe Cauſe we have this Day 


5 taken in hand. The loſs of a kind and affectionate . . 
| Husband is the Widow's grievous portion, fill | 


more embitterod * particular circumſtances at- 
| ; — 


1 1 


tending her deplorable condition : From preſiding ; 
1 at an hoſpitable table, ſhe is at a loſs for a home 
1 where to hide her head; from diſpenſing little 5 
1 5 5 indulgences to her children, ſhe is in want of 3 
1 ceſſarics for them and herſelf ; and, inſtead of do- 1 
5 ing kind offices to her ſick and indigent Neigh- „ 
5 bour, ther now ſupplicates for a leſs annual ſupport SE . 


. than the was ; wont to diſtriburet to others. 


Tux Children of 1 4 Wine are 2 no | 
5 means leſs proper objects of compaſſion : : — This : 
is indeed their firſt forrow, but the heavieſt that 
; could befal them; Some perhaps young enough to TT 
Rn inſenſiblc of de uclancholy. alceration, are on- 5355 
1 ly the more burthenſome addition to the Diſtrdſs „ 
of the mother, whilſt Orhers, half ripened into Ef 5 
manhood, and half inſtructed for Life under tlle 
. care and cultivation of an indulgent and able Fa- 
FW ther, muſt now. be tranſplanted under a colder | 
1 Sun; f each former plan for their ſupport and ad- 5 : 
® vancement in the world muſt be given up, new Ws 


5 Councils concerted, and more humble hopes f. fub- 1 


: mitted to, 9 


: B 
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G3 HAVE. placed theſe unfortunate Perſons i in 


2 this view, as objects only of common pity, ex. 
| cluſive of the venerable character of Him whoſe 8 
5 : b relicts they are, that thoſe, who have no high re- So 
gard to the ſacred Order, or che Religion to which 8 
U - it belongs, might yet have ſome compunction of N 
heart, if they are not totally diveſted of huma- „ 
„ But theſe conſiderations will receive addi- 
1 tional firength, and come with redoubled weight - 
5 e on thoſe, who profeſs an eſteem. for the Perſon LC” 
IC of the holy Man that i is taken away, and 4 pious . 
| veneration for the high commiſſion he bore from LEES | 
| Heaven, The affinity will be cloſer and the obli- 
gation conſequently ſtronger on thoſe, who em- . 5 | 7 
. braced the ſame ſentiments | in Religion, who have | 5 
5 ſat at the good Man' s F cet, received the ſpring WE 
life through his hands, have been inſtructed by 55 
1 his Wiſdom, animated by his example, and fanc- „„ 
5 tified by his benedigtions. f But chiefly and above „„ 
alli is the connection ftrict between us, my Brethren, 
0 WhO are Preachers of the ſame glorious Goſpel, 
i joint ſtewards of the ſame holy Myſteries, who ſa- 
crifice at the fame altar, and 5 are F ellow-Servants _ 


—̃̃ — — — 


X - 
. on 
ps * 2 


to one common Lord and Maſter Jexvs Cunrer. e 
8 Surely We, eſpecially ſuch who by the good Pro- Dn 
| vidence of God are placed i in higher Orders of the „ 
et Church, and may be faid to enjoy the Sunſhine = 
. of the Goſpel, cannot view ſuch affecting Objedts 8 
without giving to them the Priority of Pity, _ 
-*- os principal ſhare of benevolence i in our hearts. N 
e Let us conſider chat Poverty in the Chriſtian Prieſt- 1 
5 hood i is far from any reproach, for ! in ſuch condi- . 
. den were Chriſt and his Diſciples------That the OS, 
RL | greateſt Abilities are conſiſtent, and often joined . 
= with the profoundeſt humility - ——' That the want 5 
8 of opportunity or of Friends! is the unhappy odca- . 
. fion that many a one lies hid in remote obſcurity, 
OE whoſe merit would intitle them to the moſt exalted 5 
ſtations : Y Let us remember, what moſt of us muſt OY 1 
know, that of all the diſtinctions amongſt us, the. 
| = Parochial Clergy have the ſevereſt labour in the 
Vineyard, and yet have been che greateſt ſufferers, os 
"© the long melancholy li of this day too truly 


teſtifies : J For to what can n the numerous Petitions 3 


be aſcribed, which we are met at this time to re- 


Be 


ceive, 


h 1 
"Eg 


2 W 
4 AY 


© ; 


5 ceive, but the gender amd mean peovidnn that is : 
ER eſtabliſhed for a great part of our worthy fellow-la- N 
bourers, which, conſidering the nature of their edu- Fs 
15 cation, and the honour and dignity of their Profeſ- . 
b ſion, Join'd frequently to 4 numerous houſhold, 255 
> prevents them from providing for the fatal day; 5 
10 and will ever, whilſt things remain as they are, 
5 render what We are now v engaged in, a good and 95 


; commendable work. 


| Second, Ls E 7 us in n the 1 next place enquire whe: 15 8 | 
this any material objections can be made to this 5 
. 5 our work of Charity, or whether in the conduct 8 
„„ of it any meaſures be taken which can give any 5 
. reaſonable offence, and occaſion the good itſelf 8 
| to be evil ſpoken of. 5 5 


w 11 A is s it 1 now chat We a are Wing? 2 Andi 5 
: an infinite variety of wretchedneſs that Lubſiſts i in 5 
= the world, We produce i into common view the de- bo 
WY ſtitute widows and orphans of poor Clerg gymeny | PT 


and endeavour with the utmoſt modeſty and hu- 


| mility' to bet forth the merit of their diſtreſſes, : 


and 


4 


and beſpelk che attention and kindnef Tx the 
well. -diſpoſed. . We draw no invidious parallels. 
between the wants of others and our own, we 18 
1 depretiate no other charitable works, nay we ; 
1 commend them, we aſſiſt them: 1 We do not mean i 
to monopolize the publick beneficence z 3 We want | _ 
not to be firſt in the Pool on we can have . 


| fome ſhare of the benefit afterwards, 58 


17 any | ſhould think that theſe unfortunate - 5 
1 People might. be left to the chance of private Ds 
Charity within the circle. where they have moſt 5 
is been known, ſuch will be pleaſed to conſider that 5 
” his may be faid with reſpect to every ſociety con- 1 
. ſtituted to promote any publick good. Single Th 1 
| ſtances of diſtreſs are paſſed by unheeded, but 
collected Miſery rouſes the attention, and darts l in- | 
6 to che bowels more forcibly 3. it gives the piety 5 
5 of diſtant people greater cope to diſplay irſelf, | oa 
1 and the objects themſelves will receive a more a- E 


. bundant and more e equal allotment, | wy 


r 


eee ee 
Suu any be apt to urge that there does T 
not ſeem to be greater neceſſity for the ſupport - 


ſo of the diſtreſſed families of the Clergy by publick . 
8 collections, than thoſe of other callings and Pro- 1 


= _—_ feſſions, ſurely they muſt be unacquainted with 5 
by . particular Circumſtances which ſo widely di- 0 
ad inguiſh theſe from all others. They do not re- . 
„ collect that their revenue, | however ſmall, is a fixed . 


= and limited thing, and that! it is in a good meaſure 5 
impracticable to join to it any other advantageous „ 
5 aſſiſtance: b That the value of it is moſt. exactly 0 


known to all around them, which eſtabliſhes the Ee: 


05 figure they are to make in life, and every one” 3 . 5 
—_ expectation is formed accordingly. Now neither of : TO. 

5 theſe can be pronounced or any other employment, „„ 

80 and from ſuch an attempt having never been e 


. made f in favour of other deſtitute families in their 1 85 . 


+ collective capacities, it ſeems a reaſonable conclu- ; 5 


e fion that there really are none e perceived to. be fo „„ 


much in want. g ry 1 5 . 


WI IL L bus! ak 60  inflruate that the ia - ; 


TS by themſelyes | mould d ſupport the remains s of their 8 


Poorer 5 


4 "5 1 


9 poorer Brethren ? We beg leave to foy, t that this 
He may then perhaps be complied with, When the 
1 1 85 Clergy think proper to withdraw their contribu- kg 
LL tions to other charitable eſtabliſhments, to which at De, 
= | preſent they give fo diſtinguiſhed a ſupport. But . 
there is an intercommunity eſſential to the ſp ſpirit of 8 
- Charity : To be formed into ſeparate and excluſive 
1 parties would weaken and injure that excellent OD 
- ChriſtianVirtue, which throws down all the bounda- „ 
ries of Affinity and Relation, and makes that Man IDS 
5 ; moſt my Neighbour, Who 18 the moſt miſerable. 1 
= If they only mean that the Clergy ſhould take the * 
| E lead i in this our labour of love, ſhould be foremoſt | 5 
5 in che liſt e of Cc ontribntars.. and ſhare che trouble : 
of the whole buſineſs amongſt them, this i is what ; 
: 5 we readily conſent to, | it is what) we are now x plead- e 
N ing for. „ NN . 


Do 0 we mean to indulge. theſe acſtitute Sufferers 
. in an eaſy and indolent life, to cloath chem in ſolt . 
i niment, and let them fare ſumptuouſly every day! 2 
= Nothing leſs i is aimed at. We only wiſh that we — 
may be vo. able to prevent their e into the 'E 
loweſt _ 


1&1 
loweſt ſervilities, nd meaneſt drudgeries. We 


want not to exempt them from labour; but let it 


11 5 be ſuch. as is adapted to the generoſity of their TE 


85 minds, and the tenderneſs of their conſtitutions. 


- We cannot hope corally | to provent the fad effects „„ 


of their loſs, our deſire is only to break the vio- 


. lence of the blow, to ſolten their diſtreſſes, and . 


. make ſorrow leſs ſevere: ; Or however fanguine es 20 
1 8 the wiſhes of ſome may be, ſo great is the number | 8 
RD of applications, that whoever ſees the very ſmall por a 
. . tions * into which our ſtock 3 is divided, if F riends, 


T1 they will have great cauſe to o grieve, i f Enemies, ID 8 


. much 1 room to triumph. | 


ink LL „ then, Ach having ed * true 


5 late of our unfortunate Friends, ſhewn their ſores, 3 


5 and endeavoured to excite your pity, can the moſt; 


- inveterate malice ſuſpect any diſhoneſt or unjuſt = 


. dealings, any partial or unequal diftributions, or 


” even any negligencies or omiſſions in the Oeco- 5 


5 nomy and management of the benefactions for 3 


which we have ſued with 0 much earneſtneſs? 


n ® See a particular account at the end of the Sermon. 


1 1 7 * 
| For certainly of all the iniquities praticable among n 
us, none ſeem to deſerve greater indignation both I 


from God and Man, than the abuſe of Charitable 
OR truſts, than the perverting the defign of, or, which | 


= little better, the neglecting what the pious con- I 


1 fidence of good Men have placed in in our hands, f for 
| the relief and TY of Others, | N 


4s 7 there can \ be the leaſt. b ſuſpicion of fach al . 


te, conduct in our caſe, the Accounts lie open tothe 


: | friſteſt examination, and the whole i is tranſacted = 


15 in publick 1 view : You may there ſee that the total G 


| evlleftion is divided with the utmoſt exattnefs, 


that ſelfiſh partialties and private friendſhips take . 


no place amongſt us, but the pooreſt Widow with 
the greateſt number of Children | is ever conſidered | Wo 


as the fireſt object, and r. receives in a the moſt : juſt TR 


| proportion. 1 


1 * conſequence then of the piety of o our t Gehen - 


- and the integrity of the execution, let 1 us ſteac ily 


1 perſevere in this good work. On us, my Bre- 


: hren, particularly will the eyes of All be turned, 


to watch not only whether v we e be aſſiduous | in our 


94 
4 . 


petitions, prudent 1 in our management, and faih- 
15 ful Stewards of the publick beneficence, but like- Fa 


wiſe whether We be chearful Givers ourſelves, | 


which after all ; is by much the cleareſt proof of the 


= ſincerity of our own good diſpoſitions, and will be 5 


I one of che beſt means we can think of to gain the 5 


e alſiſtance of Others. Some good Men may pro- 5 


5 bably judge other Charities to be i in ſome particu- 8 


25 lar circumſtances preferable to ours, and, where. N 


b they cannot give to all, ours will ſometimes be 5 


- poſtponed ; Others will perhaps be i inatteutive to, „„ 


98 and fight the work we are engaged in, but none, N 


yet I think, can be our real and profeſſed Enemies, Tn 


- but ſuch as hate the ſacred Order ſelf, or «19 


1 che + Religion of its divine e Founder, | 
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